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the  two  countries  is  not  only  embodied  in  the  Russo-Japanese 
Basic  Treaty  signed  some  years  ago  at  Peking  and  provided 
for  in  the  anti-War  Pact  to  which  they  are  both  signatories, 
but  has  shown  itself  to  be  a  living  force,  as  has  been 
fully  demonstrated  by  the  actual  relations  between  the  two 
countries  during  past  years  and  especially  during  the  trying 
period  of  recent  date.  Only  when  it  comes  to  the  matter 
of  clothing  this  principle  and  this  actual  relationship 
in  a  formal  treaty  of  non-aggression,  views  vary  as  to 
time  and  form.  You  know  how  varied  opinion  has  been  on  the 
matter  since  last  spring  when  the  proposal  was-  first  advanced 
by  the  Soviet  Union  Government. 

In  view  of  the  divergent  opinions  stoutly  maintained 

in  different  quarters  the  Japanese  Government  have  concluded 

that  time  has  rot  yet  arrived  for  negotiating  a  non-aggression 

pact  superimposed  upon  the  trestles  now  in  force.  Our 

reply  to  that  effect  was  sent  to  the  Soviet  Union  Govern- 

ment  toward  the  end  of  last  year.  That  does  not  mean,  of 
I  * 

course,  that  we  entertain  the  remotest  intention  of  aggres¬ 
sion  in  the  Soviet  Union,  but  quite  the  contrary,  and  I  am 
sure  that  our  position  is  fully  understood  and  appreciated 
by  the  Soviet  Union  Government.  . 
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Oercified  pt  Tok>o, 
on  this  4th  day  of  March.,  194? 


.;/  Kj_ .Faya shi 
Cure  of  off  rein 


Witness i  /S/  K.  Urabe 
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